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Read - Introduction, Joshua 1:1-9; other references as given.
1.

Moses led the children of Israel out of bondage in Egypt, delivered the Law of God to them at Mount Sinai, and
ministered to their needs during the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. Moses died at Mount Nebo shortly
before the nation of Israel entered the Promised Land. God chose Joshua to succeed Moses as leader of His
people.
a.

What word is used to describe both of these great leaders (v. 1)?
What did Christ say to His disciples about true greatness (Mk. 10:42-45).

b.

What evidence do you see in your life that you are becoming a servant?

2.

Besides being a servant, Joshua demonstrated other character qualities that made him an excellent choice as the
new leader of God's people. From the following verses, list several other character qualities that God had
developed in Joshua's life (Ex. 17:8-10; 24:12-18; Nu. 13:16-14:9).

3.

When God commissioned Joshua as the new leader of His people, He gave him three specific promises.
a.

What are they (Jos. 1:2-5)?

b.

In what way(s) do you think these promises would help Joshua be victorious as he led Israel into a hostile
land?

c.

In what way has a specific promise from God strengthened your life?
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4.

While the Abrahamic Covenant was unconditional, Joshua's effectiveness as a leader was conditional upon his
obedience to the instructions he was given.
a. What specific commands was Joshua to obey as he led the people into the land (vv. 6-9)?

b. Why do you think God repeated some of these instructions to Joshua?

5.

There is an important phrase that indicates the type of obedience God expects from everyone who desires to
experience His abundant peace and rest (vv. 7, 8).
a. What is this phrase?

b Is there anything in your life that is keeping you from experiencing the peace and rest God wants to give you
(e. g. sinful conduct or attitudes such as bitterness, malice, resentment toward another person, etc.)?

6.

God promised Joshua success if he was careful to do the things God commanded him (vv. 7, 8). To Joshua,
success meant military victory over his enemies and the establishment of the people within the land.
a. Success in the church is often measured by the number of people, the size of the church building, etc. What do
you think is the definition of success within a church ministry?

b. What do you think is a good definition of success in the Christian life?
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1.

Servant. Those who serve will be the greatest (chiefest) of all. D. L. Moody’s son said, “The greatness of a man is
not determined by the number of his servants but by the number of the people he serves.”

2.

He was a man of courage and obedience (Ex. 17:8-10). He was a man of faith and patience because he waited for
Moses for 40 days on the mountain (Ex. 24.12-18). He was a man of faith in God as he could see past the
circumstances that appeared overwhelming to others (Nu. 13:16-14:9). He was a man of exceptional character
who was able to stand against the majority when they were not willing to trust God (Nu. 13:16-14:9).

3.

a.

1.
2.
3.

b.

1.

c.
4.

a.

b.

God said He would give them the Land (vv. 3, 4).
God said that if they obeyed Him, no man (i.e., no army) would defeat them as long as Joshua lived (v. 5).
God would be with them, and He would not fail them or forsake them (v. 5).

Joshua would soon be faced with the pressures of leading a large mass of people into a hostile land. The
normal pressures of meeting the needs of the nation could easily cause Joshua to forget that God would
not forsake or fail him.
2. There would be those within the group who would question and resist Joshua’s leadership decisions.
Joshua needed to be reminded that it was God who was going before him and his responsibility was not
so much to lead the people as it was to follow the Lord. The people would then follow his example.
3. Israel was a traveling nation, not a hardened army. Many of the nations they were about to face
presented a formidable enemy for Israel, and Joshua needed to be assured of victory through God’s
provision. No doubt he felt responsible for the safety and welfare of the nation and needed to be assured
of victory.
Answers will vary.
1.
2.
3.

He was to be strong and courageous (vv. 6, 7, 9).
He was to be very careful to obey all that God had commanded him through Moses (i.e. the Law).
He was to make sure that his responsibilities as leader of God's people did not allow him to be
sidetracked (turned to the right or the left, v. 7). In order to do this, he was to meditate on the Word of
God and not allow the truth to get away from his thinking.
In an attempt to fulfill his many responsibilities, Joshua might have been easily tempted to forget the promises
of God. The pressures of leading the nation and the responsibility of protecting them could have caused him
to "play it safe" and never enter the Land. The repetition of the promises strengthened Joshua to press on in
the midst of the normal temptations to the contrary.

5.

a.
b.

"According to all the law that is written therein.”
Answers will vary.

6.

a.

The true measure of success for a church must be heartfelt faithfulness to Jesus Christ in the midst of trial as
well as and times of blessing. Will the congregation deny the Lord when adversity visits the church or will it
take glory unto itself when God’s apparent blessing is manifested within the church ministry? There must be
an evident love for the Lord Jesus that is revealed by determined adherence to the Word of God and a love for
others, including the lost. This love for others will be evident as the Lord adds people to the church.
Success in the Christian life is similar to the characteristics of a church body mentioned above.

b.

